
 

RECEPTION FOR THE 13th INTERNATIONAL SUPPLIERS FAIR (IZB) 

26. October 2026 | CongressPark Wolfsburg  

 

from 6:00 p.m. Admission 

 

7:00 p.m. IZB 2026 Introductory Film and Welcome Address 

 

 Dr. Tim Schumacher, Member of the Executive Board, Wolfsburg AG 

 

7:10 p.m. Welcome Addresses 

 

 Olaf Lies, Minister-President of the State of Lower Saxony 

Dennis Weilmann, Lord Mayor of the City of Wolfsburg  

Karsten Schnake, Member of the Volkswagen Brand Board of Management, responsible for 

Procurement; Member of the Extended Executive Committee of Volkswagen AG, responsible for 

Group Procurement 

Kai Grünitz, Member of the Volkswagen Brand Board of Management, responsible for Technical 

Development 

 

7:30 p.m. Spotlight Panel: “Transformation, Geopolitics and New Players: How the German 

Automotive Industry Can Maintain Its Global Leadership” 

 

 Participants: 

Karsten Schnake, Member of the Volkswagen Brand Board of Management, responsible for 

Procurement; Member of the Extended Executive Committee of Volkswagen AG, responsible 

for Group Procurement 

Kai Grünitz, Member of the Volkswagen Brand Board of Management, responsible for 

Technical Development 

 

Kristian Kozole, Vice President Automotive Siemens 

 

Jörg Steins, CEO Eberspächer Group 

 

Felix Mogge, Senior Partner Roland Berger 

 

Moderation:  

 

Burkhard Riering, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher Automobilwoche 

 

8:15 p.m. Recognition of Long-Standing Exhibitors 

 

From 8:30 p.m.  

 

Get-together 

 

* Subject to change. 
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